Holy Communion
Sunday, October 10, 2021
Pastor - Rev. Dennis Ellisen
Organist - Lori Free

Organ Prelude and Pastor’s Greeting

Opening Hymn: #879 For the Beauty of the Earth
Order of Worship: pages 94-96, 147-150

Prayer of the Day - Celebrate

First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Psalm: Psalm 90:12-17

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16

Gospel: Mark 10:17-31
Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.
Response after the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Camels and Cash

Hymn of the Day: #595 Jesus Loves Me!

Apostle’s Creed: page 105 (see inside back cover of hymnal)
Prayers of Intercession - Celebrate

Offertory: Hymn 186 in Service Music - “Create in me...”

Words of Institution and Communion
Lord’s Prayer (see inside back cover of hymnal)

Communion Hymn: #618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

Sending Song: #504 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Dismissal

WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS
CELEBRATING OUR 139th YEAR
IN HIS SERVICE
1882 - 2021

A native New Yorker, Pastor Ellisen received his college
degree at Upsala College in New Jersey. Prior to receiving
his Master of Divinity degree at the Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago, he was a social worker in New York
City. He served congregations in Rochester, and Albany, N.
Y. before accepting a call to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
in Appleton,Wisconsin in 1976. During his tenure, Our
Saviour’s grew in membership to 2600 members. Pastor
Ellisen has served on the executive board of the Large
Church Conference of the ELCA. Since retirement in 2008,
he has served as an Interim Pastor for the East Central
Synod in various congregations. Presently he serves as the
Interim Pastor at Atonement Lutheran in Green Bay.

Pastor Ellisen and his wife Cathy have 4 children and 8
grandchildren. They enjoy traveling, golfing, and watching
the grandchildren participate in a myriad of middle school
and high school sporting events. They also enjoy quiet
sunsets at their cottage on the bay outside of Dycksville.

We welcome all visitors worshipping with us today.

If you spend time in Door County please consider
becoming a member of our special ministry. Contact any
member for information.

All baptized Christians who celebrate the Real
Presence in the Sacrament of Communion are invited
to the Lord’s Table.

Restrooms are located in the Pioneer School
Visit us at BethanyEphraim.org,

and follow our worship service live, and archived,
on the web site.



http://www.bethanyephraim.org
http://www.bethanyephraim.org

Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Made children and heirs of God’s prom-
ise, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Uniting God, you call forth different
gifts in those who follow you. Encourage
us to welcome the diverse benefits and
blessings of the whole church in teach-
ing, preaching, prophecy, healing, and
more. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, you bring forth crops
from the soil and bounty from the
trees. Increase the produce of the land
and bless all who toil in fields and or-
chards. Provide for good working con-
ditions and keep them safe. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Empowering God, you offer compas-
sion for those who are overlooked or
forgotten. Open the hearts of local, na-
tional, and world leaders to show such
compassion and love for their neigh-
bors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled
among us without a place to lay your
head. Provide safe places to sleep and
rest for those who have no place to
live. Sustain ministries that offer food,
clothing, and peace of mind (local minis-
tries may be named). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Renewing God, you bring life out of
death. Help us part with those things
that are no longer beneficial to us and
open our hearts to see where new life is
budding in this congregation. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we thank you for the lives
of those who have died (especially).
Make us confident in your promise of
salvation and support us in our own
journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and
those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

g Celebrate

Sunday, October 10, 2021
20th Sunday after Pentecost

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man,
sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved
him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own
and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find life by

consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting
for the sake of the other.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what
lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your
commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great
prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He
warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption
and oppression incur God’s wrath.

Seek the LorD and live,
or he will break out against the
house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no
one to quench it.
’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the
ground!

For I know how many are your
transgressions,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous,
who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in
the gate.
BTherefore the prudent will keep
silent in such a time;

YThey hate the one who reproves in for it is an evil time.

Monday (Day of Thanksgiving [{Canada]) Psalm 26. Tuesday Revelation 8:1-5. Wednesday
Obadiah 17-21. Thursday Psalm 91:9-16. Friday (commemoration of Teresa of Avila, teacher,
renewer of the church, 1582) Isaiah 47:1-9. Saturday Luke 22:24-30. 21st Sunday after
Pentecost (commemoration of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, c. 115) Isaiah 53:4-12;
Psalm 91:9-16; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45.
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the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks  *Seek good and not evil,
the truth. that you may live;
UTherefore because you trample on and so the Lorp, the God of hosts,
the poor will be with you,

and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

Jjust as you have said.
'“Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LorD, the God
of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant
of Joseph.



Psalm

Psalm 90:12-17; refrain, Ps. 90:12
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days that we may ap - ply our hearts to wis -

So teach us to num- ! ber our days
that we may apply our ! hearts to wisdom.
Return, O LoRD; how long ! will you tarry?
Be gracious ! to your servants. R
“Satisfy us by your steadfast love ! in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad ! all our days.
*Make us glad as many days as you af- ! flicted us
and as many years as we suf- ! fered adversity.
®Show your ser- I vants your works,
and your splendor ! to their children.
""May the graciousness of the Lord our God ! be upon us;

prosper the work of our hands; pros- ! per our handiwork.

Second Reading

Hebrews 4:12-16

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions Jrom God, to whom we are completely ac-
countable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and lemptations, because he
also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy

Jfrom Christ.

Indeed, the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides
soul from spirit, joints from marrow;
it is able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. *And before
him no creature is hidden, but all are
naked and laid bare to the eyes of
the one to whom we must render an
account.

Gospel

'“Since, then, we have a great high
priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast to our confession. *For we do
not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but
we have one who in every respect has
been tested as we are, yet without sin.
**Let us therefore approach the throne
of grace with boldness, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

Mark 10:17-31

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conver-
sation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising

but unjorgestable.

As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey,
aman ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I
do to inherit eternal life?” ¥Jesus said
to him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone. *You know
the commandments: ‘You shall not
murder; You shall not commit adultery;
You shall not steal; You shall not bear
false witness; You shall not defraud;
Honor your father and mother.”” 2He
said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all
these since my youth.” #Jesus, looking
at him, loved him and said, “You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and
give the money to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” #*When he heard this, he
was shocked and went away grieving, for
he had many possessions.

*Then Jesus looked around and said
to his disciples, “How hard it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the king-
dom of God!” **And the disciples were

perplexed at these words. But Jesus said
to them again, “Children, how hard it is
to enter the kingdom of God! %It is easi-
er for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” *They were
greatly astounded and said to one an-
other, “Then who can be saved?” esus
looked at them and said, “For mortals it
is impossible, but not for God; for God
all things are possible.”

*Peter began to say to him, “Look,
we have left everything and followed
you.” ®Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there
is no one who has left house or broth-
€rs or sisters or mother or father or chil-
dren or fields, for my sake and for the
sake of the good news, *who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this age—
houses, brothers and sisters, mothers
and children, and fields, with persecu-
tions—and in the age to come eternal
life. *But many who are first will be last,
and the last will be first.”
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